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VIDURA - NITI
A Handbook of Universal Morals

(Continued from the previous issue)

(Translated into English by Dr. C. Murugan, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Saiva
Siddhanta, University of Madras).
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Ascertaining (viniscitya) the distinction between
the two (dve), viz. what ought to be done and what
ought not to be done by the exercise of the one
(ekaya), viz. the intellect, bring under your sway
(vase kuru) the three (trin), viz. friends, foes, and
those who remain neutral by adopting the four
expedients (caturbhih)'. Then, by subjugating (jitva)
the five (panca), by being well-versed (viditva) in
the six factors (sa7),” and by avoiding (hitva) the
seven (sapta) deadly sins, remain happy (sukhi
bhava).

Notes:
1. The four expedients are:

i. settling dispute or estrangement by
reconciliation (sama); ii. offering bountiful gift of
money (dana); iii. stirring up of discontent (bheda);
and, iv. open attack (danda).

Friends must be kept under control by the
adoption of the first means, those who are neutral,
by the adoption of the second means, and the foes,
by the adoption of all the four means.

2. Five senses of knowledge.
3. The six factors are:

1. making a peace treaty; 2. waging war; 3.
marching of troops; 4. maintaining the post against
the enemy biding time; S. harassing the enemy by
attacking them in small bands; and, 6. surrender of
one’s forces acknowledging the authority of
another.

4. The seven deadly sins to be avoided are:

1. Female company; 2. gambling; 3. chasing and
killing of wild animals as a sport; 4. drinking of
alcohol; 5. harshness of speech; 6. severity of
punishment; and, 7. waste of wealth.
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Poison (visarasah) kills (hanti) but one (ekam)
(who swallows it). By a weapon ($astrena) he alone
(ekasca) who is struck by it is done away with
(vadhyate). But an ill counsel (mantraviplavah)
would destroy the kingdom (svarastram) along with
the king (rajanam) and the subjects (saprajam).
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One should not partake (na bhunjita) of delicious
food (svadu) all aone (ekah), i.e. without sharing it
with others. One should not deliberate (na cintayet)
on state affairs (arthan) independently (ekah). One
should not be a lonely traveller (na gacchet ekam
adhvanam). And, one (ekah) should not keep
awake (na jagryat) in the midst of others who are
fast asleep (suptesu).
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O king (rajan)! you do not seem to understand
(na avabudhyase) the fact (rat) that that which (yaz)
is the only means without a second (ekameva
advitiyam sopanam) to heaven (svargasya) is
adherence to the solid virtue of truthfulness
(satyam), just as a ship (nauh iva) is the sole means
to cross over the sea (paravarasya).
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In the case of a man of patience (ksamavatam)
there is one defect (ekah dosah) and a second one
of its kind (dvitiyah) is unlikely (nopapadyate). And
it is (yaf): the common man (janah) wrongly
considers (manyate) this person (enam) who is of
forbearing nature (ksamaya yuktam) as powerless
to control or influence events (asaktam).

(To be continued)
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Cintana -9

By Krishnan Sugavanam
Recap

Over the past few months, across 8 articles, we have seen some very important topics, whose understanding is
essential before we can dwell into the all-important mahavakya “tat tvam asi”. | shall recap the essence of each of
the article below.

Cintana 1 - Success — There hasn't been, there isn't, and there can never be anyone person in this world who can
claim to have been “successful” on all fronts; and even what little success one claims, whether one cares to admit
or not, is not possible withoutiévara's grace.

Cintana 2 - $raddha - it means to remain open-minded on the possibility of the declaration by the vedas, which is
T HIHATHT A SHHATZATA T TLGH — T TqF — T ATTAT — TAAHAT L[ATHAT: | Effectively it
means, you are the cause of the universe; you and iSvara are one and the same. This declaration appears
contradictory to all my experiences and conclusions; that is why it is important to remain with an open mind, retain
this revelation as working knowledge, until it becomes becomes yours.

Cintana 3 -guru—guru is one who gives you atma-jiianam. To understand a single word of a given upanisad, mere
knowledge of Sanskrit or just that upanisad, is not sufficient; knowledge of the entire $astra is required. However,
knowledge of the whole $astra, is gained only word by word. Therefore, guru should be a $rotriya who has come
from an established guru Sisya parampara.

Cintana 4 - pursartha niscaya — the purpose of human life is to “attain” moksa by gaining atmajianam, which is the
only means to release oneself from the samsara bandha. dharma, artha and kama which are the other 3 pursuits
possible, suffer from 3 defects viz., atrptikaratvam (non-satisfaction), bandhakatvam (dependency) and
duhkhamisrtatvam (having to suffer pains while seeking pleasure).

Cintana 5 — praptih — “attaining” moksa does not mean apraptasya praptih, gaining something that we do not have;
it means praptasya praptih, gaining something that we already have. Our true nature is muktasvarupa, but due to
ignorance we have come to wrong conclusion, by wrongly identifying ourselves with this karyakarana sanghata,
body mind sense complex, that we are baddha. The only panacea to atma ajiianam is atma jfianam.

Cintana6-ananda our svaripam - ananda is our svarupam; itis our intrinsic nature, like heat and light are intrinsic
to Fire. We have wrongly concluded that money, objects, power, position, social status, relations, friends, parents,
children, comforts, security, wealth, etc. are the source of happiness. They are not the source, but they create an
ambience that brings out my ananda svarupam. All | need to do is to own up my intrinsic nature; at all times and at
all places.

Cintana 7 & 8 — pramanam - pramanam means, “means of knowledge”; by operating it we gain a unique
knowledge, which cannot be obtained from any other means of knowledge. Itis a proof in itself. Like even “sight” is
the onley means of knowledge to know colour. One cannot hear, smell, taste, touch or infer colour. So also,
vedanta is the means of knowledge for atma jianam; it is not theory or a possibility book, itis a pramanam, a proof
in itself, which cannot be proved by any other means. It cannot bless you with its knowledge unlike a medicine. If
you operate the pramanam, then you become the knower. It is beyond science and logic; yet it is neither opposed
to science or logic. It does not earn the pramanakopa of any other pramanam.

The author can be reached on his email krishnan.sugavanam@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT DAYS AT SRI MUTT

SEPTEMBER 2012

04 Tuesday Sankatahara Chaturthi

07 Friday Advaita Sabha Sadas/
Vedabhashya Pareeksha

08 Saturday Advaita Sabha Sadas /
Vedabhashya Pareeksha

09 Sunday Advaita Sabha Sadas /
Vedabhashya Pareeksha

10 Monday Vedabhashya Pareeksha

12 Wednesday Ekadasi

13 Thursday Pradosham

15 Saturday Amavasya

16 Sunday Kanya Ravi Sankramanam /
Shadasiti Punyakalam
17 Monday Samaveda Upakarma

19 Wednesday Vinayaka Chaturthi
20 Thursday Rishi Panchami/
Swarna Ratham

21 Friday Anusham / Veda Vidwad Sadas

23 Sunday Veda Rakshana Nidhi Trust
Poorthi Examinations

24 Monday Veda Rakshana Nidhi Trust

Poorthi Examinations
25 Tuesday Veda Rakshana Nidhi Trust
Poorthi Examinations
25 Tuesday Uthiradam
26 Wednesday Ekadasi/Vamana Jayanthi
27 Thursday Alpa Dwadasi— 08.00 a.m. /
Pradosham
27 Thursday Avittam -
Saravanabhava Homam

28 Friday Anantha Vratam
29 Saturday Poornima Pooja
30 Sunday Viswaroopa Yatra

/ Umamaheswara Vratam /
Mahalaya Paksham Begins
OCTOBER 2012
01 Monday Appayya Deekshidar Jayanthi
11 Thursday Ekadasi
13 Saturday Mahapradosham

14 Sunday Bhodayana Amavasya
15 Monday Amavasya
16 Tuesday Beginning of Sarada Navaratri

17 Wednesday Thula Vishu Punyakalam

18 Thursday Anusham/Swarna Ratham

22 Monday Uthiradam

23 Tuesday Mahanavami / Saraswathi Pooja

24 Wednesday Vijayadasami/ Avittam —
Saravanabhava Homam

25 Thursday Sarva Ekadasi

27 Saturday Mahapradosham

29 Monday Poornima Pooja
/ Annabhishekam



Editorial

Mahatsangastu durlabhogamyomoghasca
Companionship of the great ones is again difficult of
attainment. It is hardly possible to assign how and when
men may be taken into the society of the great. But once
obtained, association with the great ones is infallible in
its operation. The glory of the Satsariga was well
elucidated by the scholars. That is the best amongst the
ways for salvation. Sri Kafici Kamakoti Pitha established
by Sri Sarkara Bhagavatpada tries to make such
companionship to lead the devotees in the glorious
path.

This linking viaduct started by the lotus hands of His
Holiness, is gradually front running in the virtuous path
to lead the devotees. The spiritual activities of Sri mutt is
broadcasted through this channel to engage the
devotees in the forthcoming activities. We offer this
issue at the lotus feets of His Holiness on the eve of 78th
Jayanti Utsavam of Him, seeking blessings to achieve
the noble object.

ARSA BODHANAM
R I = T ST A g |
o ferem =1 e o SASEET | | (AT 2.28R)
Dharmarthau Yatra na Syatam Suértisa Vapi Tadvidha
Tatra Vidya Na Vaptavya Subham Bijamivosare
(Manusmrtih 2.112)

Where virtue and wealth are not (obtained by teaching)
nor (at least) due obedience, in such (soil) sacred
knowledge must not be sown, just as good seed (must)
not (be thrown) on barren land.

SUKTI SUDHA
Feriran fe faem smerea wfdfswa |
T TG Ih T AT ||
Cintaniya Hi Vipadam Adaveva Pratikriya.
Na Kiipakhananam Yuktam Pradipte Vahnina Grhe
The solution of the problems should be analysed before

the problems. Itis improper to start digging the well after
the house has caughtfire.
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SRI SARADA NAVARATRI MAHOTSAVAM

Jaya Jaya Jagadamba Sive Jaya Jaya Kamakshi

Jaya Jaya Adrisuthe /
Jaya Jaya Mahesadayite Jaya Jaya

Chidgaganakowmudeedhare //

Hail Hey Devi Kamakshi! You are the mother of
the universe! Mother! You are the embodiment of all
good. Hey Kamakshi! Daughter of Himalayas!
Salutations unto Thee! You are the sweet heart of Lord
Maheswara. You bestow your grace on all of us like the
cool moon does. Salutations Again, O Divine Mother!

Dear Devotees!

The origin of the Sakthi worship goes back to the
Vedic period itself. Vak, the goddess of speech and
Saraswathi, the goddess of learning were the celebrated
deities of the seers of yore. Sri Adi Sankaracharya, who
restructured and simplified the Sakthi worship
conforming to the Vedic injunctions, gave predominance

to Sakthi worship among the six schools of worship.
Navaratri Mahotsava occupies a very honoured

place in Saivam, Shaktham and Vaishnavam. The two
famous Navaratris Vasantha Navaratri and Sarada
Navaratri gain more importance throughout our country.
Worshipping the Divine Mother in Her three magnificent
forms viz. Mahalakshmi, Mahakali and Mahasaraswathi

is the main significance of Sarada Navaratri.
We. Her children, have a duty to fulfil the

necessary conditions for the gracious manifestation of
the Divine Mother and through Her grace and by Her
influence we may become fit for the great work, for the
great ideal.  Guru plays a vital role in making us true
instruments in the hands of Divine Mother. Guru, Mother
Divine in human form, only has the power and knowledge
to lead us from the mundane darkness to the spiritual

enlightenment.
We are going to have a blissful Navaratri this

year, for Sri Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Sankaracharya
Swamigal and Sri Sri Sankaravijayendra Saraswathi
Sankaracharya Swamigal have kindly accredited the
wishes of the devotees and agreed to perform the
Sarada Navaratri Mahotsava for Sri Maha Tripurasundari
sametha Sri Chandramouleeswara Swami at Sri Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam Sankara Matam, Kancheepuram from
Tuesday, October 16, 2012 to Wednesday, October 24,

2012.
Special japas, parayanas, homas, etc. will be

performed during this period for the welfare of humanity
at large as given in the annexure. All devotees and
disciples are requested to participate in all the functions
with their family and friends and receive the blessings
from the revered Acharyas.
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IN ADORATION OF KAMAKSI
Dr.R. Asha  ‘Sarasvati manohari’ - 1

One of the benefits of upasand of Devi Kamaksi is vakvilasa. Kanchipuram is famous for the story of Miika
(dumb), who became a kav/ and composed some of the most exquisite pieces of poetry in 500 verses, the Miika
Paricasati by the grace of Kamaksi. Acharya's Saundaryalahari also has verses referring to Devi's powers of
bestowing exceptional literary abilities. Some verses are in fact specifically called ‘sarasvata prayoga’. No wonder
Devi inspired great composers like Muttusvami Diksita one of whose &z¢is is now taken up for elaboration. This &rt/
is tuned in the raga ‘Sarasvati manohari’ and also starts with the same words.

“rEdt TRl TEHh FeESeEl MR e

If the grace of KamaksT has the power to turn Her votary into a veritable ‘Sarasvati’, then what to speak of

the ability of Kamakst Herself ? Small wonder that even Sarasvati is captivated by KamaksT - * Sarasvati manohari’!

Such a scene is picturised by Acharya in verse 60 of Saundaryalahart -

Here, the Acharya says that Sarasvati takes delight in Devi’s speech which surpasses nectar. Sarasvati is the
Goddess of learning. She herself is amazed at Devi’s exposition, wonderstruck by its sweetness and depth. All agog,
she listens keenly & eagerly, literally drinking with her ears wide open, the nectar - like words of Devi which are
phonetically, artistically, linguistically and meaningfully sweet. While doing so, she nods her head and her ear -
ornaments jingle melodiously as if voicing appreciation.

The repository of all arts, she herself is astounded by the artfulness, felicity, depth of expression and the

sweetness of Devi’s speech.

Alternatively in Sloka 66, Sarasvati even stops playing her veena.
farasean =t fafaumaeE gyua-
Tegawed a5 afeafiran wygaEe |
i -migrrefia —a=iererai
st <fiori amoft Fregerafa =em fgag )
Here Devi takes delight in Sarasvati’s veena recital and utters words of approval. These in turn are so
sweet, even sweeter than the veena that Sarasvati stops playing.
Devi’s vak attracts even the Vagdevi ! ................... To be continued....

The author can be contacted at ashass @live.com
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